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County Moves Forward with Application for State Funds to 
Replace the Main Jail 

New Facility would Include Program Space, Mental Health Beds  
 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF. – Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved 
moving forward with the application to the State for partial project funding to replace the outdated Main 
Jail South that was built in the 1950s.   
 
“The existing jail was built at a time when the predominant use was for short-term incarceration,” said 
Chief Operating Officer Gary Graves.  “Under AB109 realignment, stays are longer and the nature of 
inmates has changed.  This project will make it possible to create space for programming and treatment 
and provide more mental health beds.”   
 
The estimated cost of the replacement facility is approximately $243 million.  It is anticipated that $80 
million in funding would be available from the State of California lease-revenue bond funds under the 
Senate Bill (SB) 863 funding.  The remainder would be funded by the County. The County’s application 
will be submitted in advance of the August 28 application deadline.   
 
The proposed project consists of replacement of an outdated jail facility at Santa Clara County’s Main Jail 
Complex with a new jail building immediately adjacent to the existing Main Jail North facility. The 
conceptual plan for the replacement jail is a single building up to 325,000 square feet in size with a 
maximum height of 150 feet. The existing three-story, 133,000 square-foot Main Jail South building will 
be demolished at a yet to be determined time.  
 
The new facility will also address the need for inmate programs (education, substance abuse, job 
placement, life skills, etc.) along with the need to provide treatment to the increased number of inmates 
that require mental health treatment.  
 
The proposed facility will include a Re-Entry Services floor to house male and female inmates who have 
90 days or less left on their sentence. These inmates will receive intensified programing, and will be 
provided services by Community Based Organizations, out-of-custody medical and mental health care 
providers, and be provided employment resources.  
 
“We have to work with the hand that we have been dealt under realignment,” said Public Safety and 
Justice Chair Supervisor Mike Wasserman.  “We have to replace facilities that are half a century old and 
provide rehabilitation programs to lower the recidivism rate.  This is about community safety.” 
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The proposed facility will also address the current lack of mental health bed space for those diagnosed 
with Serious Mental Illness (SMI) and other behavioral health diagnoses (BHD).  As of May 29, 2015, 
there were: 449 inmates with SMI and 1,568 inmates with BHD.  Without treatment housing, SMI and 
BHD inmates are at elevated risk of deterioration in function, and may require acute care to stabilize their 
conditions. Inmates with SMI or BHD conditions who deteriorate are at elevated risk of suicidal, self-
harmful, violent, assaultive, and other destructive behaviors.   Long term treatment of these conditions in 
a proper setting may reduce recidivism as patients learn to cope with their conditions once out of 
custody.   
 
The Main Jail South facility would be closed and eventually demolished once construction is complete on 
the new facility. Some facilities at Elmwood also would be closed.  The net increase is 18 state rated 
beds.  
 
Description of Proposed Facility  
The new facility offers five housing floors with a total of 15 dorms and 815 medium to high-medium 
security beds.   
 

 
 
Next Steps 
 
The County will submit its application to the State.  If the state awards conditional funding to the County, 
the County will have 120 days to decide whether to accept the grant.  Board approval will be necessary 
before the Administration proceeds with seeking bond funding to cover the remaining construction costs.  
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